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PREACH'D 


On the Occafion of the Death of our 


late Sovereign King Willa HE 
of Glorious Memory: 
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Thave ſaid, Ye are Gods : and all of you you are Gilles 


of the Moſt Higb. 
But he ſhall die like Men, ad fall like one of the 


Prances. 


Pen'd by Aſaph, Chief of one of thoſe Orders 

of Men, who were Appointed by David Ki 
of Iſcael, for the ſervice of the Temple by By 
Cymbals, Pfalteries and Harps ; tho' there are others 
who do think that not 4ſaph, but David was the Pen- 
man of it, and that ic was compos d for the uſe of 4- 
{aph, whoſe ſpecial W it was, upon ſuitable 

| A 2 Occa- 


TV Pſalm is thought, by ſome, to have been 


1 Cb m 
25. 8. 


4 Sermon preach'd 1 upon the Death of 


"Occaſions, to ſing to the praiſe of God, this, and o- 


ther Pſalms which bear his Name, in the Temple. 

But whoever was the Penman, the Deſign of the 
Holy Spirit-in this Pſalm is ſcrioully to exhort thoſe, 
who are in Authority, impartialſy to adminiſter Ju- 
ſtice without reſpect of Pœſons; and that this Exhor- 
cation might prove more efſectual, it is contained un- 
der the form of a ſevere reprehenſion of unjuſt and op- 
preſſive Rulers; and as this feems to be the Deſign of 
the Spirit of God in compoſing this Pſalm, ſo that this 
Exhortation might be more forcible and perſwaſive, 
it is backed with ſeveral moving Conſiderations diſ- 
perſed in the various parts of it: As 1. that we ma 
take them as they ly in order, from the Conſidera- 
tion of the ſpecial Preſence of God in the Judicial Aſ- 
ſemblies of the Sons of Men, mention'd, v. 10. God 
ffandeth in the Comregation of the mightv, he judgeth a- 
mong the Gods: God is ina ſpecial manner Preſent 
with thoſe who are in Authority, he conſiders their 
Actions, and weighs all their Proceedings in a juſt 
and righteous Ballance; this is a conſideration, if ſe- 
riouſly weighed, ſufficient to moye the Rulers of the 
World to adminiſter Juſtice impartially, ſince their 
Actions are open to the view of a Higher than they. 

2. Another Conſideration made uſe of by the Pſal- 
miſt, ro excite Magiſtrates to adminiſter Juſtice im- 
partially, is their nigh Honour and Dignity in regard' 
of the reſpective Offices they bear, v. 6. I have ſaid, 
ye are Gods, and all of you are Children of the moſt High; 
Magiſtrates arc by God's own-appointment his Vice- 
Gerents, whom he makes uſe of in the Government 
of the World beneath, and upon this account are wor- 


thy of Honour and Reſpect; and as they are upon 
this account worthy of Honour and Eſteem; ſo the 
Con. 
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o- | Confideration of the Character they bear, ſhould be 
' a prevailing Argument with them, to adminiſter Ju- 

he ſtice and Judgment impartially, that ſo they may re- 

e ſemble him in the Juſtice and Holineſs of his nature, 

u- whom they repreſent by their Character. | 

It | 3. The laſt thing mentioned by the Pſalmiſt to 

n- move the Rulers of the Earth to adminiſter Juſtice im- 

p- partially, is the Confideration of their Mortality, v. 7. 

of But ye ſhall dye like Men, and fall like one of the Pri- 

Hh ces; Rulers, notwithſtanding their Dignity, and the 

ye, Honour and Reſpect which is due upon this account 

u- | to them, are mortal; they muſt dye, and return to 

ay Duſt, like other Men ; the higheſt are not exempr 

ra- from being ſubject to God's irreverſible decree againſt 

\ſ- the Children of Men. I is appointed for all Men once 

7774 to dye, and after that the Judgment: And this is a Law 

a= to which all, even the higheſt Rulers, do owe Obedis 

ent ence. The ſerious conſideration of this ſhould pow er- 

eir fully perſwade and excite all, who are in Authority, 

uſt to adminiſter Juſtice, and Execute judgment upright- 

ſe- | ly, that they may not fall in Judgment, when that: 

the they ſhall appear to give an Account of their Actions 

Cir before the dreadful Tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt :- Having 

7 thus laid open my way to the Words, there are two 

al- Propoſitions, as agreeable to the preſent- occaſion, 

im- which I ſhall inſiſt on: Theſe. I ſhall briefly open, and 
ard ſuitably apply. 
ud, Prop. 1. Rulers are God's Vice-Gerents : Thave ſaid, , 
LE ſaith the Pfalmiſt in the Text, Te are Gods, and all of ö 
ice- you are Children of the Moſt High: What ever diffe- 
ent rent apprehenſions Men may have concerning tlie dif- | 
or- ferent Forms of Government exercifed in this World, 
don yet this all ſeem to be agteed in, that Government in | 
the general is of divine Authority: As therefore — | 
on. on j 
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Rule in general are acknowledg d by all to be of 
God; ſo, however Men may diſagree in Opinion a- 


bout the Nature and Extent of that Power, with which 
Magiſtrates are Intruſted; yet all own, that all that 
Power, which they do of right Exerciſe is of God, 


and that therefore to reſiſt or oppoſe them in the Ex- 


erciſe of their Lawful Authority, is to refiſt not Man 
but God; in this the Scriptures are very Expreſs and 
Plain. Nom. 13. I, 2. There is no power but of God, 
the powers that be are'ordained of Cod; whoſoever there- 
fore reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God: 
Magiſtracy is of God, and Magiltratcs are his Q& 
ſicers, appointed by him to be a Terror to evil Doers, 
but a Joy to them that ao well; they are, and J think 
the Titles given them in the P/a/m will juſtifie the 
Expreſſion, Yice-Gods, Gods dwelling with Men: They 
are his Vice-Roys on Earth, the Inſtruments of his 
Providence whom he makes ule of in ordering the 
Affairs and Government of this Earth beneath; by 
whom he doth Preſerve the Peace and Order of the 
World ; this is ſo Evident, that nothing further 


ſeems neceſſary, to be ſaid upon this Head; which 


therefore | ſhall endeavour, by ſome ſew Inferences, 
ſuitably to improve. | 
Tafer. 1. Are Magiſtrates God's Vicegerents, from 
hence we may infer that Obedience is their due from 
all who are under their Authority : This is not 
meerly an Inference drawn from the Propoſition laid 
down, but is a Duty plainly and frequently recom- 
mended in the Goſpel, Let every Soul, ſaith the A- 
poltle, he Sulject to the higher Powers; the Reaton of 
which Injunction is the Dignity and Honour of their 
Function, as being deriv'd from a Divine Authority: 
This Doctrine of Subjection to Principalities and 
Powers, 
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Powers, and of Obedience to Magiſtrates; the ſume 
Apoſtle Exhorts Titus to Preach to thoſe thar were 
committed to his Care, Jr. 3. 1. Subjection and 
Obedience to Magiſtrates therefore is not barely a 
Duty to be practiced by private Perſons, but it is allo 
one ſpecial Part of the Work of thoſe who are Em- 
ploy'd in the Miniſterial Office upon ſuitable Occafi- 
ons, carneſtly to preſs this Duty upon their Hearers; 
and that we may ſee that this is not the ſingle O- 


pinion of this Apoſtle only: The Apoſtle Peter alſo 


urges the fame Duty upon thoſe to whom he wrote 
his "Epiſtle, 1. Pet. 2. 13. 14. Submit your ſelves 

to every Ordinance of Man fer the Lord's ſake : whether 

it be to the Ring as Supream; or unto Governours as 

thoſe who were ſent by him for the Puniſhment of evil 

Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well. This is a 
Duty, fo neceſſary to be Diſcharg'd, that without 
the Exerciſe of it, it will be impoſſible to preſerve: 
the Peace and Order of Humane Societies: And as 
this Duty is Moral in its Nature, ſo is it per- 
petual as to its Obligation: And now I am ſpeaking: 
to this Matter, that we may continue ſteadfaſt in 
our Duty, and Affection to Her Preſent Majeſty, who, 
by the Providence of God, is now become our Su- 
pream Ruler, let me beſpeak you not eaſily to give 
heed to evil Reports: Men of factious and turbu- 
lent Spirits will induſtriouſly ſpread them, if they 


find Perſons credulous enough to believe them; 


which, if we are ready to do, it will naturally Alie- 
nate our Affection from, and make us Cold and In- 


different in the diſcharge of that Duty to Her, in 


the Continuance whereof is our Security. 
2. From what has been ſaid we may Infer, that 


it is our Duty not only to Obey, but Pray for Ma- 
giſtrates 
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ziſtrates alſs, that God would direct, Council, Guide 


and Conduct them in all their ways, that under the 


Influences of their Government, we may Live righ- 
teous and ſober Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty ; 
{ Exhort therefore, ſays the Apoſtle, that firſt of al 
Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and Giving of 
Thanks, be made for all Men, for Kings, and for all that 
are in Authority, 1 Tim. 2. , 2. This is not on- 
ly a piece of Reſpect and Deference paid them upon 
the account of their Dignity, but a Duty neceſlary 
to be perform'd by Reaſon of the Importance of 
their Function : There are two things eſpecially 
which ought to Excite us to be earneſt in Prayer to 
God for thoſe who are in Authority. | 
1. The acceptable Nature of this Duty to God our 
Saviour; this is the Argument uſed by the Apoſtle 
in tho Chapter juſt cited, to back his Exhortation 
with Prayer for thoſe who are in Authority: Is what 
God our Saviour has Commanded, in the Perfor- 
mance therefore of which he takes great Delight and 

Satisfaction. | | 
2. The Conſideration of what depends upon the 
good or evil Adminiſtration of Affairs, by thoſe who 
are in Authority, ſhould ingage every Man to Pray 
earneſtly that a Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtand- 
ing may always reſt upon our Rulers ; the Peace 
and Happineſs of every individual Subject do de- 
pend upon the Wiſdom of our Rulers, whoſe Hearcs 
are in the Hands of God: The Conſideration where- 
of ſhould provoke us to Beſiege Heaven with our 
Cries for a Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding up- 
on thoſe, who have the Direction and Management 
of all publick Affairs: But I proceed to the next 
Propoſition to be inſiſted on. * 290 27 2 
2. Prop. 
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Prop. 2. That Magiſtrates, notwithſtanding their Ho- 
nour and Dignity, as God's Vicegerents, and the Re- 
ſpect owing to them as ſuch, are Mortal, and muſt 
Die like other Men: But ye ſball die lite lien, and 
fall like one of the Princes. Tho Rulers are now ex- 
alted for a time above their Brethren, and double 
Honour is due to them upon the account of the 
Character they bear, as being Officers appointed by 
God for the good of Mankind, yet in a little while 
they will be upon a Level with the meaneſt of their 
Subjects; they ſhall Die like other Men, and are 
liable to like 8 with the meaneſt of thoſe 
over whom they Rule : The place that now knows 
them, -ſhall know them no more ; their Grandeur 
ſhall Die with them and all their Glory ſhall be laid 


in the Duſt. Death, at it is the laſt, ſo it will be a 


Victorious Enemy ; for thoſe who have ſubdued their 
Enemies on every fide, whoſe repeated Victories 
have given them the Title of Invincible, have at laſt 
been Conquer'd by the King of Terrors : The migh- 
tieſt Monarchs, againſt whom no Humane Force has 
been able to ftand, have yeilded to the irreſiſtable 
Aſſaults of Death, whoſe powerful Stroaks have in a 
Moment put a Period to their Triumphs. Alexander 
who Conquer'd the Eaſt; Czſer, whoſe Motto was 
Ven, Vidi, Vici, are no more, but remain Cap- 
tives to this Victorious Advetſary; and as no Power 
can reſiſt, ſo no Wealth can bribe this Enemy; not 
all the Riches of Cræſus, or the Wealth of the Indies can 
Ranſom the Poſſeſſour of them from the Grave; and 
which is yet more to be lamented, Goodneſs it ſelf 
can't procure any Exemption from this Univerſal Law 
of Nature; bur all, the moſt Potent, the moſt Weal- 
thy, the moſt Pious, from the King upon his Throne, 

to 
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to the Beggar upon the Dunghil, are equally liable | 


to Death ; this Truth we have had abundantly con- 
firm'd in the late ſad Providence: Which therefore 1 
mall now endeavour to apply ſuitably to our ſelve 
in a two-fold Capacity : | | | 
I. As we are Private Perſons. 

2. As we are Members of a Community, and Sub- 
jects of the State. 

1. I ſhall Endeavour to make ſome ſuitable Ap- 
plication of what has been ſaid as we are Private 
Perſons: This I ſhall do by drawing ſome Inferen- 
ces from the Propoſition laid down: 

Infer. 1. Muſt Magiſtrates Die, as well as others, 
and lye down in the Duſt with the meaneſt of their 
Subjects, hence we may Infer how little Worldly 
Injoyments are to be eſteem d: The Wife Man tells 
us, That all is Vanity and vexation of Spirit, Eccleſ. 
I. 2. The Vanity of every thing here below doth a- 
bundantly appear from the fading Nature of all 
Earthly Injoyments: The Faſhion of this World paſ- 
ſeth away, and no Injoy ments, that Men are in this 
Life olle of, are of any long duration; ſuch is the 
uncertain State of things in this Liſe, that we are not 
ſecure of the continuance of the leaſt Injoyment for 
one Day : Riches take themſelves Wings and flee a- 
way; 1uch is the uncertainty, that he who abounds 
to Day, may be reduc'd to the meaneſt Circumſtan- 
ces to Morrow. Honour is not laſting, for he that 
is in Honour abideth not, ſo variable are the outward 
Circumſtances of Perſons, that he who firs now upon 
the higheſt Pinacle of Honour, may in a very ſhort 
time be reducd to the loweſt degree ot Contempt. 
Might and Power are as uncertain as Riches and 
Honour; ſeeing that he who is one Day the Object 
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mighty ſtrength, may the next become the Object 


of their Contempt and Scorn, as being deſtitute of 


all Help: But after all, tho theſe outward Advan- 
tages ſhould continue throughout the whole Courſe 
of a Man's Life, Death at laſt will deprive him of 
the Benefit and Advantage of all theſe Injoyments; 
his Riches, Honour and Might will not ſecure him 
from the Grave, or obtain a Moments Reprieve from 
the powerful Aſſaults of the King of Terrors; and 
when he lies down in the Duſt, his Riches, Honour 
and Might will be no more, neither will chey be of 
any ſtead but to increaſe his Accounts in the next 
World: Now are all the Injoyments of Life, as alſs 
Life it ſelf ſo uncertain, of how little value and 
eſteem are all things here? there can be no Satisfacti- 
on or Happineſs reaped from theſe things which are 
of ſo periſhing a Nature; what Folly therefore are 
we Guilty of in purſuing after the Honours and 
Riches of this Earth, which are uncertain in their du- 
ration, and periſh in their uſing? 

Infer. 2. Muſt Magiſtrates Die, and will not their 
Honour and Wealth ſecure them from the Grave? 
From hence we may Infer, how valuable the Trea- 
ſures and Honour of the next Life are : Here the 
moſt advantagious Circumſtances will not ſecure from 


Death, which will deprive us of the Benefit of them, - 


and therefore are not worthy of our eſteem ; but the 
Injoyments of the next Life are —_ valuable, be- 
cauſe they are of a laſting Nature; the Joys of that 


State will be as laſting as full, and the Spring that 
feeds thoſe Rivers of Pleaſures which flow at God's 
right Hand will never dry ; they are durable in their 
Nature, and will be injoyed by the Poſſeſſors _ 
2 0 
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of to eternal Ages, becauſe they will then be Ich 
mortal, they ſhall never be depriv'd of thoſe Hea- 
venly Treaſures by the Stroak of Death; neither 


will their Honour be any more laid in the Dult: The 


Injoy ments of the next Life therefore are the things: 
which are alone valuable in their Nature and delerve: 
our eſteem; upon which therefore, and not upon any 
thing here below, our Thoughts and Deſites ought to 
be conſtantly fed; for why ſhould the Honours. 
and Riches-of this Life, which are fading in, their; 
Nature, and of which we muſt ſhortly be depriv'd, 
be the only Objects of our Hopes and Deſires, when: 
that Treaſures of a more excellent Nature are reſer- 
ved in Heaven, for thoſe who Obey the Precepts of 
the Goſpel ? | | 

Inſer. 3. Are Rulers Mortal, and do they Die 
like other Men; have we ſeen this verified in the 
late, never enough to be lamented, dil} enſation of: 
God's Providence to this Kingdom : From hence we 
may Infer, how much it becomes us with Submiſ⸗ 
ſion to comply with the Deſign. of this Providence, 
by a ſerious Preparation for Death : [s the removal 
of a Maſter of a Family a Providential Call to all 
that are in that Family to provide for a Dying Hour, 
and is not the removal of the Supream Rulet of a Na- 
tion under God, a much: louder Call to all the In- 
habitants of the Land to remember their latter End > 


the Wealth and Honour: of thoſe who are in Au- 


thority cannot ſecure unto them a moments caſe from 
Pain, or an Exemption from the Univerſal Law of 
Nature, much. leſs can we who are their Subjects 
hope to eſcape the Victorious Aſſaults of the laſt E- 
nemy: Have we therefore in the late ſad Providence 
ſuch an Inſtance of the Mortality of the Beſt. and 
10 | Greateſt 
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Jreateſt/ Rulers, let us be minded thereby of our 


Mortallity and powerſully excited to Provide ſeriouſly 


for our latter End : And that we may be thus provi- 
ded, let us lay aide eve y weight and the Sin that doth 


ſo eaſily beſet us; let us live Ornaments to the Pro- 


feſſion of Chriſtianity, and in the conſtant Diſcharge: 
of the Duties of our Holy Religion, by hcartily com- 


| plying with the Precepts of the Goſpel, that when 


our Lord ſhall come he may find us ſo doing, I. 
proceed to make ſome ſuitable Improvement of what 
has been ſaid to our ſelves as we are Members of 
the Community, and Subjects of the State; and this 


I ſhall endeavour to do in the following Ules: 


1. Are Princes mortal, and muſt they dye like o- 
ther Men; have we ſcen-this verified in the late ſad 
Providence, then let us not put our confidence in an 


Arm of Fle{h: Pat not your Truſt in Princes, ſaith the 


Pſalmiſt ;: nor in the Son of Mun, in whom there is no 


help, His Breath goeth forth, be returneth to his Earth: ppg, \ 466. | 


in that very day his thoughts periſh. Kings are not t6 3, 4 


be relied on for deliverance and Protection, they are 
mortal like other Men, and when their Breath goeth 
forth, their Deſigns: and Projects, whether for the 


Good or Evil of Mankind, periſh together with them; 


thoſe therefore who put their confidence in Thefe, and 
look up no higher unto Him by whom Kings Reign, 
and Princes decree Juſtice, ſhall be aſhamed of their 


confidence, when deprived by divine Providence of 


thoſe who are the objects of their Fruſt and Depen- 


dance: Let not us therefore put our Truſt in Princes, or 


our Confidence in the Kings of the Earth, but let our 


Confidence be in God, and our Truſt in him, wlio is 


the Saviour of Iſrael : It is better to Truſt in the Lord, 


than to put Confidence in Princes. Pf, x18. v. 9. He is 
Almighty, , 
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Almighty, and therefore able to protect and defend 


il bis Peoplefromall the attemprs of their Enemies : He 
i" | is immortal; and therefore will continue for ever 
| 
| 
| 


the Saviour of /ſrae/; He Reigns over all the Earth, 

the Affairs of which are under his Rule and Govern- 

ment: Let us therefore rejoyce in him, in him only 
| | let us put our Confidence, let our intire Dependance 
F be upon him; He will under all the Revolutions and 
iz Alterations which happen here, be careful to protect 
iS and defend his Servants; thoſe that place their Con- 
| | fidence in God, ſhall never be aſhamed. 

| 2. Are Rulers mortal, and muſt they dye like o- 

ther Men, have we ſeen this verified in the unſpeaka- 
| ble Loſs not only of. his late Majeſty King William, 
i of Glorious Memory ; but the other Branches of the 
'F Royal Family, who have been within the compaſs of 
a few Years removed by Death from us; then let us 
ſeriouſly conſider, what may be the Reaſons-of Gods 
ſo ſevere Diſpenſations Laar ee towards us: For 
when Gods Hand is upon us, eſpecially by a removal 
of our Rulers, it becomes us to reflect upon our paſt 
Actions, and to inquire why God doth ſhake the 
Foundations upon which we ſtand, by the removal 
of the Pillars of the Government; and if this becomes 
us upon every ſuch occaſion, it certainly more be- 
comes us, when the frequent Breaches made in the 
Royal Family are ſuch as have not been uſual; which 
will appear if we look back upon the Years paſt: 
Which, that I may be helpful to you, in this part of 
the Application of what has been ſaid, be pleas'd to 
conſider, vix. 

Not many. Years ago, our Circumſtances were 
ſuch, that we had a certain proſpect of Miſery, with- 
out any hopes of deliverance; our Liberties were in- 

|  vaded 


— — 


lefend 
8: He 
r CYCT 
Earth, 
overn- 
n on] 

HR 
ns and 
rote 
Con- 


ike o- 


zeaka- 


liam, 


of the 


als of 


let us 
Gods 
: For 
moval 
ir paſt 


ce the 


King William the Third. = 


* 
15 
* 
1 


L 


nemies were Mighty, and we without Strength to 
oppoſe their Deſigns; ſo that we thought that the 
meaſure of our Iniquities was full, and the appointed 
time come for God to pour out his Vengeance upon 
a ſinful People; we deſpair'd of Deliverance, and did 
not expect any Saviour : This was our deplorable 
Condition, when it pleaſed God to raiſe up his late 
Majeſty to be under him our Sayiour and Defender ; 
to his Attempts, God beyond our Hopes or Expecta- 
tion gave great Succeſs, and by him wrought out 
a wonderful Salvation . God placed him upon the 
Throne, and after a fad proſpect of Slavery and Sor- 
row, gave as great a proſpect of Felicity to us and our 
Poſterity. 

We ſaw a King upon the Throne, who had wrought 
out a mighty Salvation for us; and who, if we might 
judge by his Indowments, ſeem'd to be the Perſon 
deſign'd by Providence to accompliſh the Salvation 
he had begun, by ſettling us upon the laſting Founda- 
tions of Peace and Righteouſneſs ; He ſeem'd to be e- 
very way qualified for this great Work, and we hoped, 
that this was the Perſon, who by his victorious Arms 
would have re-eſtabliſhed the Proteſtant Religion, not 
only here, but in Foreign Parts: He was a King of 
whom it might be truly ſaid, he was the delight 
of our Eyes, and under God the Breath of our Noſtrils ; 
his Reign was a continued Courſe of Juſtice and Mer- 
cy, Widom and Vatour : He was in reality, what 
he in his laſt Speech Declares, he had always endea- 
youred to Manifeſt himſelf to be, the Common Father 
of his People: He was Juſt in his Adminiſtration of 
the Government, without being guilty of Oppreſſion, 
of which he had conſtant Obſervance; and therefore 
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made it his Care not only to preſetve the Pr erogay 
tives of the Crown, but to maintain the Liberties of 
his People alſo-: His Mercy was as eminent as his Ju- 
ſtice, which cauſed him to treat thoſe ſometimes with 
an unexpected Lenity, whoſe Carriage and Behaviour 
towards him, might have provoked him to have u- 
fed them with the utmoſt Severity: The mildneſs of 
his Diſpoſition and Temper was abuudantly mani- 
felled in that Paragraph of his laſt Speech, wherein 
the Declares himſelf ready to Forgive the higleſ! Off ene 
ees committed againſt himſelf: An Expreſlion which 
eught not to be remembred now he is gone without 
concern for ſo great a Lots. To theſe Indowments [ 
mult add that of his Wiſdom and Prudence in the 
Management of the great Affairs of State, which vi- 
ſibly appcar'd in all the Actions of his Reign, tho in 
none more then uniting the different Factions of the 
i Kingdom in fuch a manner, rhat, however oppoſite 
if they were to each other, every Party careſſed him, and 
1 Join d in the Common Defence of their Country. I 
1 cannot conclude my Account of his Government with- 
| out mentioning his Compaſſion to the Poor, manifeſt- 
ed in the frequent mention he. made of their Circum- 
ſtances to his People from the Throne: As alſo his 
Care for the Defence and Propagation of our Holy 
Religion in all Parts of his Dominions, manifeſted by 
the Illuſtrious Example ef Morality he ſet us in his own 
Life, in his * recommending to his Parliament 
the providing eſtectual Laws for the ſuppreſſing Vice 
and Profaneneſs; and laſtly, his Care for the promo- 
ting the Proſeſſion of our Holy Religion in the utmoſt 
Parts of his Dominions, did appear in his granting a 
Patent to ſeveral Worthy Perſons of this Nation, to 
take Care of the Propagation of our Holy Religion 
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in the Foreign Plantations: Theſe things rendred his 
= at Home very Glorious; and as he Reign d in 
the Hearts of his Subjects at Home, ſo his Name was 
no leis Illuſtrious Abroad; when he was in the Field, 
his Valour and Conduct made him formidable to his 
Adverfary, who dreaded nothing fo much as the Power 
of his Arms: He was as well Expericnc'd in the 
Art of War, as the Maxims of Government, and knew 
how to lead forth our Armies, among whom he ex- 
poſed his Life ro a Thouſand Dangers, chat nothing 
might be wanting on his Part to eſtabliſh the Com- 
mon Security: And if we Conſider him in Relation to 
the reſt of the Princes of Europe, he ſeem d to be 
the only Perſon deſign d by Providence to reſcue 
the Liberties of Europe from the ambitious Deſigns of 
France; having by an indefatigable Induſtry fo ce- 
mented the ſeveral Princes of Europe together by the 
ſtricteſt Alliances, that they all acted in Concert to 
preſorve the Common Liberties of Europe, while the 


late King feem'd always to be the Life and Band of 


federacy. This was our Felicity, which we 
* —— bak upon without Regret for the loſs 
ſuſtain. ah 
The Felicity of our then Circumſtances, was in- 
creaſed by beholding upon the Throne, a Queen ; 
whoſe Virtues adorn'd the Crown ſhe wore : Who 
was as Good as Great admir'd Abroad, and below d at 
Home ; under the happy Influences of whoſe Govern- 
ment we liv'd in Peace, every Man injoying tio Fruit 
of his own: Labour, and fitting ſecurely under his 
own Vine ; while the Countrys round about us were 
liable to the rapin of mercileſs Soldiers; and the King 
our Defender was leading forth our Armies, and ex- 
poſing his valuable Life to a bom 19 
gur Security — to our Happ — 
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at that time, was the Proſpect we had, from the Years 
of this incomparable Pair, of a Royal Progeny wor- 
thy of ſuch a Parentage. 

We were then bleſt with a Collatteral Branch of the 
Royal Family, I mean Her preſent Majeſty ;, whoſe 
Zeal for our Holy Religion, manifeſted in the Dan- 
gers ſhe underwent upon the Account thereof in Con- 
cert with His late Majeſty of Glorious Memory, 
gave us an Aſſurance of the continuance of our Hol 
Religion under her ProteCtion ; when it ſhould pleaſe 
God to place her upon the Throne of her Anceſtors : 
And that which compleated the Happineſs of our then 
Circumſtances, was her being the Mother of, tho' not 
a numerous, yet a hopeful Iſſue; whoſe Proteſtant E- 
ducation gave us a pleaſing Proſpect of our holy Re- 
ligions being tranſmitted down to our Poſterity. Theſe 
were the Ad vantages we then enjoy d. but did not 
value as we ought; under theſe happy Circumſtances 
we look'd upon our ſelves ſecure, and thought that our 
er e ſo ſtrong, that neither the Deſigns 
of Men, nor the Malice of Hell was able to move it; 
the Branches of the Royal Family at Home were ſo 
many, that we had no thought at that time of a Fo- 


. reign Succeſſion ; but what Men nor Devils were not 


able to Effect, God has, provoak d by our Sins, 
threatned to accompliſh; and by reducing the Royal 
Family: within a very narrow Compals, has, tho nor 
wholly remoy'd, yet in a very dreadful manner ſha- 
ken our Mountain, and given us reaſon to fear the 
further Marks of his Diſpleaſure without a Sincere 
Repentance for our Iniquities. 

We firſt ſaw our ſelves depriy d of her late Majeſty, 
in the very midſt of her Days and Strength, by a ſud- 
den and fatal Diſtemper ; by which Stroke we became 
at once deſtitute of the happy Influences of her Reign, 
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and depriy'd of the Hopes of a Royal Progeny of 


Proteſtant Princes to deſcend from her Loins. 


Not many Years after God removed the Duke of 


Gloceſter, the only ſurviving Iſſue of her preſent Majeſty, 
by whoſe Death we were defeated in our Expectations 
from him; a Loſs which we did not then ſeem ſo ſen- 
ſible of, as we ought to have been, and which now we 


have more reaſon to be concern'd at. 


Theſe Loſſes have been attended now, with afar great- 
er the removal, by Death, of his late Myeſty K. il. 
liam; at a time when the Seaſon of the X car, the ripe- 


neſs of Meaſures concetted for our Security, and the 


eminent danger we are in, made the continuance of 
his Life very deſirable to us. Theſe are Strokes which 
followed very cloſe one upon the heels of another, 
and have been like 70% Meſlengers of evil Tidings, 
Theſe are indeed the Stroaks of Providence, for which 
reaſon we ought not to repine, but patiently ſubmit to 
his afflicting hand; but yer ( the wiſe Man informing us, 
that a day of Adverſity is à fit _— for Con- 
inuate, as tho' theſe. 
more thanordinary Stroaks of God's Providence, were 
any certain Evidences 'of God's Indignation againſt 
us, for any Particular Sin we may be guilty of more 
than the Nations round about us; yet I cannot but 
think that under ſuch Marks of the Divine Diſpleaſure, 
it becomes us, with Humility, to conſider what we ma 
have done to provoke God to deal thus ſeverely b 
us; ſeeing that the deſign of the Rod is the Sinners 
Inſtruction; and the Scripture tells us, that for the 
Tranſgreſſions of a People, many are the Princes theres 
of: And upon this occaſion I would recommend ſome 
few Things to your conſideration, 1. May not theſe ſevere 
diſpenſations of Providence be occaſioned by the Increaſe of 
Atheiſm and Infidelity „ ? Nercr had we greater 
2 Advar- 
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advantages for Promoting our Holy Religion, than in the 4aft 


Reign; yet never was their a greater inereafe of Athcifrti, 
and falling of from the Faith Profeſſcd in common by 
Chriſtians, than there has of late been: Formerly if ſome 
Men, and at moſt they were very few who did ſo, did deviate 
from any fundamental Article of Chriſtianity, they were 
aſhamed to own publickly their Apoſtacy; whereas many 
have of late operly denied the Lord that bought them, and 
become the avowed Advacates of Infidelity : This is a high 
degree of Iniquicy, with which God cannot but be grainy 
diſpleaſed; and may we not juſtly fear, that this is amongtſt 
the Sins, which have provoked God, to remove from us 
thoſe Rulers who were the great Support, under God, of 


that Holy Religion which has been deſpiſed ar ſuch a Rate, 


by Some amongſt us. 
2. May not the abounding Impiety and Profaneſ: of the 


Age we live in be among the Reaſons, why God deals thus 


ſeverely, in removing from us dur Rulers? Iniquity has, not- 
withſtanding the many attempts to put ſome ſtop to the 
Growth thereof, increaſed at a Prodigious rate amongſt us: 
There is no Amendment, no Reformation, notwithſtanding 
all the Vows we made in the day of our diſtreſs; and may 
not this be one reaſon, why God deals thus with us? 

3. May not thoſe Diviſions and Animoſities Which Reign 
amongſt us, be amongſt the reaſons, why God deals thus 
with us? There is nothing more contrary to the Example of 
our Redeemer, or the Precepts of the Goſpel, then Diviſi- 
ons and Strifes ef Chriſtians: Time was, when in our 
diſtreſs, we promiſed very fair in this reipect, notwithſtand- 
ing which we have ſtill continued our Strifcs and Debates, a- 
boat matters of the leaſt weight and moment: | have ſome- 
times wondered how it is poſſible that Men ſhould be ſo 
ſtrangely divided about T hings of fo litile Concernment : 
Did we conſider, as we ought to do, how provoking theſe 
things are to God, how diſadvantagious to our Holy Reli- 
gion, how contrary to the Example of our Redeemer, and 
the Holy and Righteous Precepis of the Goſpel, we ſhould 
Study the Peace of Zion more than we do. I have ſome- 
umcs, upon this occaſion, thought of thoſcHoly and Excellent 
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Martyrs Tal and Hooper, who, when under Petfeention 


forthe ſake of the ſame Goſpel, became perl cy agreed 


about thoſe Little Things, about which in the rime of their 
Proſperity, they had ſo earneſtly contended; as alſo to lament 
their former Diſcords: What will not, my Brethren, be done 
by the ingaging Methods of Goodneſs and Forbearance, 
God can effect and accompliſh by the ſeverer Methods of 
Providence: And I heartily wiſh we may not go on by our 
Divifions and:Animoſitics, to provoke God to take the ſame 
Methods to unite and heal our Breaches, as he did with thoſe. 
Holy Men and Martyrs, of whom 1 have now been ſpeak- 
ing: Oh that it were by ſome more ſeriouſly conſidered, 
what degrees of compaſſion, what meaſures of forbearance, 
are due to the Infirmities of their Brethren! and. that it were 
more ſeriouſly conſidered by others, what obligations they 
are ay "gg comport themſelves as much as poſlible with, 
and to fubmit themſelves to the order eſtabliſhed among(t- 
us: That we may heartily unite and concur together, to 
promote Holineſs, and carty on the great Deſign of the In- 


” 


carnation of the Son of God; that tho' God has ſhaken... 


he may not be provoked to ſubvert and overturn the Foun- 
dations of a Proteſtant Government amongſt us. 
4. Have we not provoked God to contend witirus in the 


manner he hath done, by putting too much Confidence in 
Arm of Fleſh ? There is nothing more provoking to God, 


than a Sin of this nature; he will not give his Glory to ano- 


ther, but expects, whatever Inſtruments he makes uſe of, 
to have his People make him the Object of their Hopes and 


Dependance: Nothing can excite God to remove our Ru- 


lers from us more, than a placing that Truſt and Confidence 

Ye ut in God only: And I wiſh 
we have no occaſion, in reſpect of the great and unex-- 
preſlible Loſs we ſuſtain, to apply to our ſelves, what it is re- 


in Them, which ought to 


ported, that the Great Guſtavus Adolphus ſhould ſay of bim- 


If. that the People would (horten his Days, by putting more 
ood Fn in Him, than in — Maker: If theſe, or any of 


them, are the Sins which we are Guilty of, or which are 
the 2 gins of the Land in which we live, let us re- 
pent of, a 


nd mourn for them, that we may not by our ob- 
ſtinacy 
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ſtinacy, provoke God to go onto ſmite us, and our Rulers, 


Until he has made a F End of us. 


3. Another uſe I'would make of what has been ſaid, as 
Alſo the ſad Occaſion of it, is to exhort you to be thank- 
ful, that under the preſent Diſpenſations of Providence, 


our Circumſtances are no worſe, but that it is ſo well with 


us as it is: Our Loſs in the Death of his lace Majeſty King 
William is inexpreſſible; but yet it might have been much 
Greater, if it had not been, that many favourable Circum- 
ſtances do conſiderably diminiſh it, and without which it 
would haye been indeed unſupportable: Thoꝰ this be a very 
ſevere Diſpenſation of Providence, yct we have ſtill reaſon 


to acknowledge, that in the midſt of Fudgment God has 


remembered Mercy: The further Succeſſion of che Crown 
in the Proteſtant Line might have been unſettled, which 
"would have made the Loſs more heavy to thoſe who conſi- 
der, with in how narrow a compaſs the Royal Family at Home 
is contracted; and what an incouragement theretore, the 
proſpect of our confuſed condition after the Death of her 
1670 Majeſty, L whom God long preſerve,] would have 
been to our Enemics, to have attempted her precious Life: 
But bleſſed be God, that the further Settlement of the 
Crown in the Proteſtant Line, hath in a great meaſure pre- 
vented their Hopes, and our Fears upon this Account. 


The King, our Defender, might have been taken away 


before the late King James; which Accident, if it had happen- 
ed, none but Almighty God knows what might have been 
the Conſequences of it: God might have taken away 
Her preſent Majeſty before the Removal of his late Majeſty 
King William, and the Succeilion to the Crown might have 
immediately come to thoſe Forreign Princes to whom by 
the Act for the further Limitation of the Crown as in ſuch 
Caſe, it belongs ; and what a vaſt diſadvantage to us, ſuch 
a fatal Accident would have been at this Critical Juncture, 
when the Circumſtances of Affairs do require that we 
Thould be firmly United among our ſelves, will appear to 
Him, who conſiders the Diſunion of the two Kingdoms 
of England and Scotland; as alſo what room there would 
Have been for Commotions at Home, by reaſon of Their 
<tr | | al 
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they would have aggravated our Loſs to a degree that 
We are depriv'd indeed of the protection of a King, 
who was under God the Defender of our Religion and 
Tiberties, who truly deſerved the Character given him by 
he Nobleſt Hand, of being the great Support, not only of theſe 
ding dome, but of all Europe: But yet we are nor as Sheep 

ichout a Shepherd; the Throne is happily filled with 2: 
Dueen, whoſe Zeal for the Proteſtant: Religion, and Liber- 
ies of Europe in general, and England in particular, gives us 
he pleaſing Proſpect of the Continuance of both the One 
and the Other, during = Core of her Reign, which God 
rant may be Long and Proſperous. N 
: The Then! is * only filled to our great Satisfaction 
at preſent, but the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Proteſtant 
Line is happily provided for; as alſo ſecured by the com- 

endable zealous Care and Induſtry of his late Majeſty, by 

he moſt effectual Methods, which Human Prudence could 
ſuggeſt : Which fills us with an Aſſurance, that our Holy Re- 
gion, as alſo our Civil Rights will not only be continued. 

'0 us under the Influences of her Majeſty's auſpicious 
Reign, bur happily tranſmitted alſo to our Poſterity after 
© Theſe are Circumſtances ſo favourable, that tho' they 
annot altogether extinguiſh our Sorrow and Concern for- 
the Loſs we ſuſtain, yet do very much alleviate our Grief, 
nd revive our drooping Spirits; for which therefore we- 
ought to be truly thankful to Almi hry God, who norwith- 
landing we have provoked him by our numerous Tranf- 
greſlions, has not left us to ſtray as Sheep without a Shep- 
herd. | | ; ; 

* Upon this. Occaſion let us be excited to admire and. 
e u WIe and Goodneſs of the Divine Providence 
to us, in ſo happily —_— the moſt fevere Events of 
providences, as well as the blackeſt Deſignsof our * 
cable Enemies, the means of our preſent Security: The 
Wiſdom of God is unſearchable, and his Ways are paſt — 
finding out; the Deſigns of his Providence are not diſco- 


verable very often, but by the Events of things: We now 


have 
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been Fatal, and has animated us to take Care to ſecure uf own 


| 22 defeated that he would make the Queen Inſtrumental in 


may yet, beyond our Expectations, be, as in the Days of ' Deborah, 
Tay irom:; our Enemies by the Hane a Woman. Amen. 


have an Opportunity of ſeeing the Widom of God emis 
nently manifeſted, in cauſing the Snares laid by our Ene 
mies to intangle our Feet, to be the great means under 
God of our Safety and Happineſs : How wonderfully hay 
od in his Wiſdom converted the very blackeſt Dex 
ugns of our Enemics into the Matter of our Security ! 
they had never attempted the Aſſaſſination of his late May 


jeſey, deſigning thereby to have effected our Ruin, we, in 


all probability, had never injoy'd the Bench of that Lew, 
whereby the Legiſlative Power is, notwithſtanding the 
Death of the King, and contrary to the uſual Cuſtom, 
continued: As the being of this Law was owing to the 
Deſigns of the Enemies of our Peace againſt the valuable 
Life of our then Sovereign King William; fo the Benefi 
of it at this time, will abundantly appear to thoſe Wh. 
conſider, what a vaſt Delay in the publick Affairs would 
have becn the Con ſequence of the Diflolution of the Legi 
ative part of aur Conſtitution, which would have been 
the ſad Effect of the King's Death, had not that particu» 
lar Law provided againſt it. 3 
The Death of che Duke of Glouceſter was the Occaſion of the 
Ad of Succeſſion ; and the Inſolent Attempt of the French King, 
in eſpouſing the pretended Title of an Impoſtor, in Oppoſition 80 
the Settlement of rhe Crown here at Home, r:ifed us out of x 
Security which in this Juncture might, upon fuck a Change, have 


Settlement in ſuch a mannor, that we may yet h that neither 
the Powers of Hell. nor the Malice of Men, will be able to pte 
vail againſt us. 1 ſhall Conclude all with this Exhortatien, that 
You would earneſty Pray to God for Her preſent Majeſty Queen 
Anne; that God would lengthen her Days, and Proſper her Governs 
ment; and that tho'ꝰ our Hopes and ExpeCtations, of having our 
Salvation fully accompiiſh'd by the late King of Glorious Memo? 


ecting with Succeſs, what be ſo gloriouſly Defign'd ;-that-wel 
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